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Based on consultations with Parties at the 30" Conference of the Parties (COP30), the Brazilian
Presidency agreed to develop a Roadmap to halt and reverse deforestation and forest degradation by
2030—a target set out by the first global stocktake (GST1) (the Roadmap). This Center for Climate and
Energy Solutions (C2ES) submission responds to the Presidency's call for civil society input.

This submission underscores the need for a designated implementing leader to take forward this
target. It highlights the importance of strengthened international cooperation, alignment with GST2 and
calls for the Roadmap to reflect progress assessed under GST1, while helping to shape GST2
outcomes, with a view to informing discussions and outcomes at COP31.The submission also
highlights key barriers and solutions.

The Roadmap aims to implement paragraphs 33 and 34 of the GST1 outcome. These paragraphs
emphasize the protection and restoration of ecosystems, especially by halting deforestation by 2030 and
increasing financial, technological, and policy support to help Parties, particularly developing ones,
sustainably reduce emissions while preserving biodiversity.'

This submission draws upon and updates a C2ES October 2024 discussion paper Enhancing Action and
International Cooperation for Halting and Reversing Deforestation and Forest Degradation? that focuses
on the GST1s call to enhance efforts, support, and investment towards halting and reversing
deforestation and forest degradation by 2030, recognizing the importance of conserving, protecting,
and restoring nature and ecosystems in the context of achieving the Paris Agreement temperature goal. In
doing so, this submission sets out key considerations, including the need for effective leadership to drive
implementation, the upcoming GSTZ2, and barriers and solutions.

Key Recommendations for the Roadmap

The COP30 Presidency could usefully:

e identify leadership responsible for implementation and tracking progress against the goal to halt
and reverse deforestation and forest degradation by 2030 or convene a global forum or task
force to so.

e consider the Roadmap's recommendations in relation to GSTZ2, including potential targets and
signals on halting and reversing deforestation and forest degradation, informed by an
assessment of progress toward the GST1 target, identification of key actors and organizations
driving advancement, and evaluation of the remaining work required to achieve that target.

e consider linking the Roadmap with Axis 2 of the Global Climate Action Agenda (GCAA), which
could contribute to enhancing international cooperation and accelerating progress.
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Questions to Consider:

e Which organization(s) or Parties are best placed to show leadership and build momentum to
enhance efforts, implementation, and investment for halting and reversing deforestation and
forest degradation? What kinds of expertise is needed?

e How could the COP30 Presidency align the Roadmap with the GCAA to more effectively
coordinate the implementation of the GST1 signal?

e How could the Roadmap usefully provide value beyond 2026 given that the target year to halt
and reverse deforestation and forest degradation is 20307

A. Context

1.

A key priority at COP30 was demonstrating progress in halting and reversing deforestation and forest
degradation by 2030, a target set out by GST1in 2023.2 The UN Food and Agriculture Organization's
(FAO) 2025 Global Forests Assessment Report finds that deforestation has slowed, but the world is still
off track to meet this target by 2030.*

2. Ahead of and during informal consultations with the COP30 Presidency, Parties called for a Roadmap

to halt and reverse deforestation and forest degradation by 2030 as a formal outcome. However, there
was no consensus to launch the Roadmap under the formal UNFCCC process. COP30 President André
Corréa do Lago announced the Presidency would set out its own Roadmap on halting and reversing
deforestation and forest degradation by 2030 by COP31.

3. The Roadmap seeks to be an action-oriented document that: offers guidance; identifies existing means

of implementation and solutions being accelerated through the Climate High Level Champions (CHLC)
GCAA; and highlights obstacles and gaps to be addressed. The Roadmap is also an opportunity to
showcase policies and measures that have been successfully implemented in real situations and can
be replicated in other contexts.

B. Considerations

Need for Leadership

4. Leadership is critical to the Roadmap's success to achieve the deforestation and forest degradation

GST1target. For several reasons, the COP30 Presidency could usefully identify and endorse leadership
that can focus on delivering and implementing the goal of halting and reversing deforestation by 2030.
The Brazilian Presidency concludes at COP31, raising questions about the continuity of the Roadmap
beyond 2026.

The COP30 Presidency should identify a leading organization or coalition of the willing to coordinate
and steer action which could enable far greater and faster implementation than would otherwise be the
case. The Brazilian Presidency could also consider convening a global forum or task force to identify
and endorse leadership that can focus on delivering the GST1 outcome. This leader should be
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responsible for tracking and reporting progress toward the achievement of the signal at upcoming COPs
to generate further momentum.

A single leader or organized coalition of the willing could coordinate networks of organizations and
countries and more effectively align the Roadmap with the work of the GCAA. The COP30 Presidency's
Fourth Letter® presents a joint Presidency and CHLC approach to the GCAA, focusing on implementation
of GST1and NDCs. The Letter establishes 30 key objectives under six axes to reflect solutions required
to implement the GST outcomes.® The CHLC's five-year plan™ further clarifies how the GCAA will
operationalize this agenda across the voluntary climate action ecosystem through to 2030. Axis 2
("Stewarding forests, oceans and biodiversity”) includes a coalition of organizations working on forests
and climate that can contribute to the work of the Roadmap.” The COP30 Presidency should consider
linking the Roadmap with Axis 2 of the GCAA, which could contribute to enhancing international
cooperation and accelerating progress.

It is critical that the Roadmap respect national circumstances. The need for an inclusive approach is
equally as important as the case for clear leadership. Additionally, the nationally determined nature of
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs), National Adaptation Plans (NAPs), National Biodiversity
Strategies and Action Plans (NBSAPS), and Long-Term Low Emission Development Strategies (LT-
LEDS) and their domestic implementation must be clearly reiterated and respected.

GST2 Alignment

8.

10.

M.

The technical phase of GST2 will begin at COP31. The COP30 Presidency should consider the
Roadmap's recommendations in relation to GST2, including potential recommendations for targets and
signals for GST2 regarding halting and reversing deforestation and forest degradation.
Recommendations may include an assessment of progress toward the GST1 target, identification of key
actors and organizations driving advancement, and an evaluation of the remaining work required to
achieve the GST1 target.

The Roadmap could inform the GST2 technical phase by providing information and serving as a source
of input. This could in turn foster stronger and more effective international cooperation on deforestation
and forest degradation, as it could give a holistic picture for the GST1 target.

The COP30 Presidency may also want to consider aligning timelines and recommendations with NAP
implementation and NDCs 4.0 that are due in 2030. Recommendations included in the Roadmap should
align with NDCs and NAPs such as highlighting mitigation and adaptation accomplishments or needs
from developed and developing countries on deforestation.

Research conducted by C2ES found that 17 percent of the first 29 NDCs 3.0 submitted to the UNFCCC
did not include any reference to deforestation and forest degradation. Of those 29, only one explicitly
committed to initiatives that would halt and reverse deforestation and forest degradation by 2030.8

Barriers and Solutions

12.

The following section sets out barriers and solutions as identified by C2ES and others.

Barriers

13.

Parties still face a number of regulatory, economic, social, and technological barriers to reverse and
halt deforestation and forest degradation. As identified by C2ES® as well as the GST's Technical
Dialogue Synthesis report,™® these challenges include:

¢ insufficient access to finance

pressures from large-scale commodity production and extractive industries
commodity demand from developed countries

issues of land and human rights violations

high rates of violence against environmental defenders

perceived illegitimacy of conservation actions due to lack of community participation
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15.
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institutional fragmentation

under-resourcing of services

uneven capability to manage uncertainties and conflicting values

reactive governance across competing policy domains collectively locks in existing exposures and

vulnerabilities™

e many ecosystems are already near the hard limits of their natural adaptation capacity and
additional systems will reach limits with increasing global warming®

e initiatives focused on new growth forests (such as planting new trees) that have no guarantee of

long-term viability or survival.

Many developing countries in particular face challenges that include financial and governance
constraints due to agriculture, cropland, urbanization and mining activities. Protected areas,
conservation efforts, sustainably made commodity products, agroforestry, and improving governance
can help reverse and halt deforestation.

The GST1 decision notes that developing countries need an estimated U.S. $5.8-5.9 trillion for their
efforts to implement the second round of NDCs for the pre-2030 period.” The UN Environment
Programme notes that annual forest-specific investment must more than triple to U.S. $300 billion
annually by 2030 in order to achieve the Rio Convention targets related to climate change, biodiversity
and land degradation.™ Neither forest finance nor climate finance pledged and provided is anywhere
near that scale. In this context, the adoption of a new collective quantified goal (NCQG) at COP29 set a
new total climate finance target of at least U.S. $1.3 trillion annually by 2035—uwith at least U.S. $300
billion annually to be provided and mobilized—to developing countries. If achieved, this support can
better support the achievement of goals of the Paris Agreement, as well as tackling deforestation.™

Solutions

16.

A number of high-impact solutions and opportunities to address key challenges have been identified
through a wealth of efforts across different fora. The following list draws from C2ES's work as well as
the CHLCs 2030 Climate Solutions:™

Actions, solutions, and enablers for halting and reversing
deforestation and forest degradation

Assessing and mitigating deforestation-related risks in financial institutions, in line with the
Deforestation-Free Finance Sector Roadmap, and scaling investments in nature-based solutions.
(Source: 2030 Climate Solutions)

Conserving healthy, living forests, and supporting the livelihoods of forest dependent communities,
including through large-scale incentive programs (Source: C2ES)

Expanding natural carbon sinks (Source: 2030 Climate Solutions)

Developing new tools and resources for civil society and calling on financial institutions to address
deforestation and land conversion. (Source: 2030 Climate Solutions)

Curbing and reversing deforestation and degradation, including by expanding conservation areas,
instituting moratoria on forest conversion, securing tenure and protection of Indigenous territories,
encouraging sustainable land-use practices, developing sustainable land-use and management
plans, and decreasing pressure from the agricultural sector (Source: C2ES)

Mainstreaming deforestation guidance through climate transition plans through Investor Climate
Action Plan and Net Zero Investment Framework guidance. (Source: 2030 Climate Solutions)

Setting policy targets in government institutions for halting and reversing deforestation and land
conversion and the recognition and adoption of Free Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) regarding
rights of Indigenous communities (Source: 2030 Climate Solutions)

C2ES



4/10/26 2:34:37 PM

Integrating local communities and civil society in the planning, implementation, and monitoring of
conservation activities to ensure good governance, accountability, rule of law, and the upholding of
human rights (Source: C2ES)

Improving finance to support climate proofed area-based management tools, through tools including
funds from governments, public-private partnership, payment for ecosystem services and innovative
financing sources (e.g., debt conversion deals for nature and climate) and trust funds or coalition for
private investment (Source: 2030 Climate Solutions)

Strengthening synergies and avoiding trade-offs between climate action and action needed to halt
and reverse biodiversity and ecosystem loss and degradation and put nature on a path to recovery
by 2030, in a manner that is consistent with the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework
(Source: C2ES)

Expanding support for ecosystem stewardship by indigenous peoples and local communities,
including by strengthening legislation for securing land rights of indigenous peoples and local
communities according to traditional values and practices of land tenure (Source: C2ES)

Promoting nature-based solutions and/or ecosystem-based approaches as an adaptation option for
terrestrial, freshwater, coastal, and ocean ecosystems and urban environments, including for
significantly enhancing resilience and reducing exposure of coastal communities impacted by sea
level rise (Source: C2ES)

Restoring areas of degraded terrestrial, inland water, mangrove and marine and coastal ecosystems
(Source: C2ES)

Conserving and managing areas of particular importance for biodiversity and ecosystem functions
and services through ecologically representative, well-connected, and equitably governed systems
of protected areas and other effective area-based conservation measures (Source: C2ES)

Implementing deep, rapid, and sustained reductions in global greenhouse gas emissions at their
sources, while minimizing other ecosystem stressors different from climate change such as changes
in land and sea use, direct exploitation of organisms, pollution, and invasion of alien species. (Source:
C2ES)
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18.

. The CHLCs and the Marrakech Partnership for Global Climate Action identify impactful climate solutions

a
a

nd opportunities for international cooperation.” At COP28, in the context of the conclusion of the GST
nd building on prior work, the CHLCs presented the 2030 Climate Solutions—an Implementation

Roadmap that sets out solutions framed in specific actions, with insights from a wide range of non-
Party stakeholders (NPS) on effective measures that must be scaled up and replicated, as well as
current gaps that need to be bridged.” The Climate Solutions recommend key actions for halting
deforestation and investing in nature.” These recommendations for actions and support overlap with
high-impact opportunities and solutions to address barriers to renewable energy, as also identified in
work by C2ES.

The COP28 and COP30 Presidencies, UN Convention on Biological Diversity COP15 and COP16

Presidencies and UN Convention to Combat Desertification COP15 Presidency have also highlighted
the following policy actions:2°

fostering stronger synergies, integration and alignment in the planning and implementation of
national climate, biodiversity and land restoration plans and strategies

scaling of finance and investments for climate and nature

ensuring the full, equitable, inclusive, and effective representation and participation

promoting a whole-of-society approach in the synergetic planning and implementation of national
climate, biodiversity and land restoration plans and strategies

encouraging coherence and interoperability across data sources and data collection, metrics and
methodologies, and voluntary reporting frameworks.
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C. Additional C2ES Resources

e Enhancing Action & International Cooperation for Halting and Reversing Deforestation and
Forest Degradation (October 2024)
https://www.c2es.org/document/enhancing-action-international-cooperation-for-halting-and-
reversing-deforestation-and-forest-degradation/

e Enhancing Action & International Cooperation for Nature-Based Solutions and Ecosystem-
Based Approaches (June 2025)
https://www.c2es.org/document/enhancing-action-international-cooperation-for-nature-based-
solutions-and-ecosystem-based-approaches/

e NDCs 3.0: How Global Stocktake Targets and Signals Inform New National Climate
Commitments (August 2025)
https://www.c2es.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/20250822-C2ES-How-The-Global-
Stocktake-Informs-New-National-Climate-Plans.pdf

e The Potential Impact of Aligning Biodiversity Efforts in National Climate Plans (October 2025)
https://www.c2es.org/2025/10/potential-impact-of-aligning-biodiversity-efforts-in-national-
climate-plans/
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